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Through Music 

 
Version July/2025 

 

1. IntroducƟon 

The Role of Music EducaƟon in 2nd Grade 

In 2nd grade, music educaƟon invites students into an immersive world of rhythm, melody, and 
cultural storytelling. Through singing, movement, listening, and creaƟng, students expand their 
awareness of music's structure and expressive power. They explore instruments, analyze 
musical elements, and experience music tradiƟons from around the world—building 
appreciaƟon and conĮdence in their musical voice. 

 

 

By the end of this course, students will: 
✔ Recognize and classify common instruments by type and sound. 
✔ Perform simple rhythmic and melodic paƩerns using voice and instruments. 
✔ Listen aƩenƟvely and describe music using appropriate vocabulary. 
✔ Explore and reŇect on the role of music in diīerent global cultures. 
✔ Express emoƟons and stories through musical creaƟon and performance. 
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2. Core Competence Areas 

MUS.1 Instrument Discovery and ClassiĮcaƟon 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
✔ IdenƟfy families of instruments (strings, percussion, wind, etc.). 
✔ Experiment with classroom instruments and body percussion. 
✔ Match sounds to visual representaƟons and descripƟve words. 

Competencies 

MUS.1.A.1 – Exploring how instruments make sound 

• Tap, shake, pluck, or blow to observe vibraƟon and tone. 
• Use listening games to idenƟfy instruments by ear. 

MUS.1.A.2 – Grouping and comparing instruments 

• Create an “Instrument Zoo” collage or digital chart. 
• Sort instruments by family, shape, or how they are played. 

 

MUS.2 Elements of Music and AppreciaƟon 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ Recognize rhythm, tempo, pitch, and dynamics in music. 
✔ Express emoƟonal responses to music using movement and words. 
✔ Develop listening stamina and criƟque music respecƞully. 

Competencies 

MUS.2.A.1 – Understanding basic elements of music 

• Clap rhythms, use Kodály or Orī tools, and explore solfège. 
• Compare tempo and dynamics in classical and children’s music. 
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MUS.2.A.2 – Listening with intenƟon and reŇecƟon 

• Respond to music through art, wriƟng, or movement. 
• Create a “How Music Makes Me Feel” listening journal. 

 

MUS.3 Global Music ExploraƟon – ArcƟc TradiƟons 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 
✔ IdenƟfy the role of music in ArcƟc and Indigenous communiƟes. 
✔ Recognize tradiƟonal ArcƟc instruments and vocal forms. 
✔ Compare musical tradiƟons across climates and cultures. 

Competencies 

MUS.3.A.1 – Learning from ArcƟc musical heritage 

• Listen to Inuit throat singing, Sami joik, and ArcƟc lullabies. 
• Draw or model tradiƟonal instruments (e.g., drums, Ňutes). 

MUS.3.A.2 – ReŇecƟng on sound and story in ArcƟc life 

• Connect music to climate, nature, and daily life in the ArcƟc. 
• Create soundscapes that evoke ArcƟc environments. 

 

3. Assessment and EvaluaƟon 

FormaƟve Assessments – AcƟve ParƟcipaƟon and Journaling 

✔ Weekly music log with emoji response scales. 
✔ Class rhythm repeƟƟon drills and echo clapping. 
✔ ParƟcipaƟon in group songs and instrument use. 

SummaƟve Assessments – Projects and PresentaƟon 

✔ Instrument classiĮcaƟon mini-poster. 
✔ Listening response paragraph or illustraƟon. 
✔ Global music comparison chart or oral report. 
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AuthenƟc Assessment – CreaƟve and Cultural Output 

✔ ArcƟc-inspired soundscape or frozen movement piece. 
✔ “My Favorite Instrument” show-and-tell. 
✔ Student-created rhythm sequence performance. 

 

4. InstrucƟonal Strategies for Online Learning 

ExploraƟon and KinestheƟc Learning 

✔ Use movement-based music (freeze dance, scarf waves, body percussion). 
✔ Rotate instrument staƟons for exploraƟon and play. 

Integrated Music Literacy 

✔ Use music notaƟon cards, solfège hand signs, and rhythm syllables. 
✔ Create musical stories that align with ELA narraƟve themes. 

Celebratory and Inclusive Culture 

✔ Play music from students’ cultures at arrival and transiƟons. 
✔ Host “Family Music Day” to invite parents to share tradiƟons. 

 


