11t Grade ELA: page 1

11th Grade Swiss Online School USA
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM

Advanced Communication, Critical Thinking,
and Literary Analysis

Version July/2025

1. Introduction

The Role of English Language Arts Education in 11th Grade

In 11th grade, students refine their reading, writing, speaking, and analytical skills to prepare for
higher education, careers, and effective communication in the real world. This curriculum
emphasizes critical thinking, advanced writing techniques, literature analysis, and oral
communication, ensuring that students can express ideas clearly, understand complex texts, and
engage in thoughtful discussions.

By the end of this course, students will:

v Develop strong reading comprehension and critical analysis skills for complex texts.

v Master advanced writing techniques, including research papers, essays, and creative
writing.

v Refine grammar, spelling, and composition skills for clear and effective communication.

v Engage in persuasive and formal speaking through debates, presentations, and discussions.
v Explore English, American, and world literature to enhance cultural and historical
understanding.
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2. Core Competence Areas

ELA.1 Reading and Literary Analysis

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
v Read and critically analyze complex fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.
v Evaluate themes, symbolism, and literary devices in literature.

v Compare different perspectives in texts from English, American, and world literature.
Competencies

ELA.1.A.1 - Developing advanced reading comprehension.
e Analyze author’s purpose, tone, and rhetorical strategies.
o Identify theme, symbolism, and character development in complex texts.
e Compare and contrast historical and cultural influences on literature.
ELA.1.A.2 - Engaging with English, American, and world literature.
e Study classic and contemporary works from different cultures.
o Explore major literary movements and their historical significance.

e Understand how literature reflects and influences society.

ELA.2 Writing and Composition

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
Vv Write analytical, persuasive, and research-based essays.
v Create original compositions, including creative writing and reflective pieces.

v Use advanced composition skills to enhance clarity, organization, and argumentation.
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Competencies

ELA.2.A.1 — Mastering formal and academic writing.
o Write thesis-driven analytical essays with strong arguments and evidence.
o Develop well-structured research papers using credible sources.
e Learn MLA and APA citation formats for academic integrity.
ELA.2.A.2 - Exploring creative and expressive writing.
o Write short stories, poetry, and personal narratives.
o Experiment with different literary styles and techniques.

e Use descriptive and figurative language effectively.

ELA.3 English Grammar and Language Mechanics

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
v Use advanced grammar, syntax, and punctuation correctly in writing and speech.
v Refine spelling and vocabulary through real-world applications.

v Edit and revise their work effectively for clarity and coherence.
Competencies

ELA.3.A.1 - Understanding complex grammar structures.
e Use advanced sentence structures, including parallelism and subordination.
e Apply subject-verb agreement, pronoun consistency, and verb tense accuracy.
e Master punctuation, including commas, semicolons, and colons.
ELA.3.A.2 - Enhancing spelling, vocabulary, and language precision.
e Expand vocabulary through contextual learning and word etymology.
e Improve spelling through word study and memorization techniques.
e Use precise and varied dictions in writing and speaking.
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ELA.4 Speaking, Speech, and Communication

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
v Deliver clear, confident, and persuasive speeches.
v Engage in structured debates and discussions.

v Practice active listening and effective verbal communication.
Competencies

ELA.4.A.1 - Developing public speaking and presentation skills.
e Prepare and deliver formal speeches and oral presentations.
e Use voice modulation, pacing, and nonverbal cues effectively.
¢ Practice persuasive and argumentative speaking techniques.
ELA.4.A.2 - Strengthening debate and discussion skills.
e Participate in structured debates on current events.
e Learn how to formulate and defend logical arguments.

o Develop active listening skills for meaningful discussions.

ELA.5 Advanced Literature and Humanities Integration

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, students will be able to:

Vv Analyze how literature reflects and influences culture and society.

v Examine connections between literature, philosophy, and history.

v Engage with interdisciplinary themes in art, music, and historical texts.
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Competencies

ELA.5.A.1 - Exploring literature’s connection to history and society.
e Analyze how historical events shape literature and vice versa.
o Study major philosophical and political influences on literature.
o Compare literary themes across different cultures and time periods.
ELA.5.A.2 — Integrating humanities into literary analysis.
o Explore the influence of art, music, and media on literary movements.
¢ Discuss how moral and ethical themes appear in literature.

o Study literary works that address social justice, human rights, and cultural identity.

3. Assessment and Evaluation

Formative Assessments — Checking Progress Through Interactive Learning

V Literary discussions and thematic analyses.
v Grammar and writing exercises with peer reviews.

v Speech and debate participation for verbal fluency.
Summative Assessments — Final Projects and Exams

v In-depth literary analysis essays and research papers.
Vv Speech or debate performance demonstrating rhetorical skills.

v Creative writing projects showcasing storytelling techniques.
Authentic Assessment — Real-World Applications

v Students present persuasive arguments on relevant social issues.
v Creation of personal blogs or digital storytelling projects.

v Participation in mock job interviews and resume writing exercises.
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4. Instructional Strategies for Online Learning

Inquiry-Based and Problem-Based Learning

v Case studies on how literature influences society and vice versa.

v Student-driven research on major literary and historical topics.
Project-Based Learning (PBL)

v Digital portfolios showcasing student writing and analysis.

Vv Projects analyzing themes in literature and media.
Technology-Integrated Learning

v Use of Al-powered writing assistants for grammar and style improvement.

Vv Online book discussions.
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